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Deregulation of Japan’s Electric Power Industry
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September 1952
J-POWER established as a government-funded 
company based on the “Electric Power Development 
Promotion Law (Law No. 283 of July 31, 1952).”

April 1956
The Sakuma Power Plant began 
operating as J-POWER’s first large-scale 
hydroelectric power plant (350 MW).

November 1972 
Began operating Shintoyone Power Plant (1,125 MW), 
J-POWER’s first large-scale pumped storage hydroelectric 
power plant with a capacity over 1,000 MW

October 1965
Began operating the Sakuma 
Frequency Converter Station to 
link the different frequencies of 
eastern and western Japan

November 1962
Provided consulting services for 
the Takura Hydropower Project 
in Peru, the starting point of 
overseas consulting operations

June 1990
Began operating the Matsuura No. 1 
Power Plant, Japan’s first coal-fired 
power generation unit with an individual 
capacity of 1,000 MW

January 1981
Began operating Matsushima Thermal 
Power Plant No. 1 (500 MW), Japan’s 
first power plant fueled primarily 
with imported coal. Began operating 
Matsushima Thermal Power Plant No. 2 
(500 MW) in December of that year

December 1979
Began operating the 
Kitahon HVDC Link between 
Hokkaido and Honshu

Introduction of 
wholesale electric 

power bidding 
system

The deregulation of Japan’s electric power industry has progressed in phases, 
creating an environment in which business enterprises other than electric power 
companies can participate in electricity wholesaling and retailing businesses.

1995

J-POWER (Electric Power Development Co., Ltd.) was established in 1952 through a government initiative to over-

come electric power shortages in postwar Japan. Since then, the J-POWER Group has provided inexpensive and 

reliable supplies of electric power to the country’s regional EPCOs and thereby contributed to Japan’s economic 

development and improvement in the Japanese population’s standard of living. 

 Seeking to optimize the characteristics of electric power supply systems in line with changing conditions over 

time, J-POWER has taken various new initiatives, such as those aimed at enhancing energy efficiency and address-

ing environmental protection issues. In October 2004, J-POWER achieved complete privatization and was listed on 

the First Section of the Tokyo Stock Exchange, making it possible for the Company to further broaden the scope 

of its business development activities. In recent years, J-POWER has striven to create new kinds of global electric 

power business operations centered on its “harmonization of energy and environment” concept.

(MW)

J-POWER’s History—Meeting Power Needs for 59 Years

Power
Generation 

Capacity 

Developing overseas consulting business

Development of thermal 
power plants fueled by 
domestic coal

Establishment of 
transmission lines and a 
frequency converter station

Development of large-scale 
hydroelectric power plants

Construction 
of high-voltage 
transmission lines

Development of thermal 
power plants fueled by 
imported coal

Upgrade of 
interconnecting 
lines and trunk lines

Development of large-scale 
pumped storage hydroelectric 
power plants
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July 2000
Began operating Tachibanawan 
Power Plant No. 1 (1,050 MW), 
Japan’s largest coal-fired power 
generation unit. Began operating 
Tachibanawan Power Plant No. 2 
(1,050 MW) in December of 
that year

April 2002
Began operating 
Isogo New No. 1 

Thermal Power 
Plant (600 MW)

January 2005 
Acquired equity in CBK 
Power Plants (728 MW, 

hydroelectric), J-POWER’s 
first power plant ownership 

in the Philippines

May 2006 
Acquired equity in Tenaska 

Frontier Power Plant (830 MW, 
gas), J-POWER’s first power plant 

ownership in the United States

July 2009 
Began operating 
Isogo New No. 2 
Thermal Power 
Plant (600 MW)

May 2008 
Began construction on the 
Ohma Nuclear Power Plant 
(1,383 MW), J-POWER’s 
first nuclear power plant

February 2007 
Began operating 
Koriyama-Nunobiki Kogen 
Wind Farm (66 MW)

October 2004
Listed on the First Section 
of Tokyo Stock Exchange 

May 2007 
Began operating Kaeng Khoi 
2 Power Plant No. 1 (734 MW, 
gas) in Thailand. No. 2 (734 
MW, gas) began operating in 
March 2008.

Partial deregulation 
of electric 
power retailing 
(approximately 30% 
of power sales)

Expansion of retail deregulation 
(approximately 40% of power sales)

Creation of neutral organization 
to support transmission and 

distribution operations (Electric 
Power System Council of Japan)

Priority given to systemic reforms 
promoting the establishment of a 
competitive environment 
Postponement of full retail deregulation

Expansion of retail 
deregulation (approximately 
60% of power sales)
Creation of Japan Electric 
Power Exchange (JEPX)
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Trends in J-POWER’s Power Generation Capacity*

Overseas Power Generation Business

Wholesale Electric Power Business (Thermal)

Wholesale Electric Power Business (Hydroelectric)

Other Electric Power Businesses (Independent Power Producers (IPPs), for Power Producers and Suppliers (PPSs), and Wind Power)

(MW)

December 2000
Began operating the Tomamae 
Winvilla Wind Farm (31 MW), 
J-POWER’s first wind power facility

Development of 
overseas power 
generation business

Development of thermal power 
(IPPs, for PPSs) and wind power

Construction of 
nuclear power 
plant

* Includes consolidated subsidiaries and equity-method affiliates. Total capacity for all facilities is calculated by multiplying actual capacity 
of facilities by J-POWER’s investment ratio (equity ratio).




